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FRIGHTFULNESS IN MEERUT
Kazi Bashiruddin Ahmed, Secretary, District Khilafat Com-
mittee writes:1
It is not without deep grief that I reproduce this letter and
the one that follows. I feel humiliated and ashamed to find that
human nature can stoop so low. I have no reason to doubt the
accuracy of the statements of my correspondents.
My advice to all these brave co-workers is: *'Abide by your
pledge of non-violence; forgive the persecutors; they are evidently
mad; they do not know what they are doing; never mind the
abusive language; it fouls the utterer, not the unwilling listener;
the assaults do injure our bodies, but they can only do us good if
we can only bear them manfully and without resentment," For
me this exhibition of unmanly lawlessness on the part of the police
is one more proof of the corrupt nature of the system. Barbarism
has been cultivated and human nature deliberately degraded for
the sake of sustaining power, usurped in the commercial interest
of a minority intent upon exploiting and draining this poor coun-
try which I fondly believe was once rich in men and material.
INHUMANITY IN BANARAS
Here is the substance of a telegram that was to be sent from
Banaras but which was returned by the telegraph office as objec-
tionable:
Authorities beating and sending people naked home in cold midnight;
foul abuse and obscene jokes with boy volunteers. Patriots should afford
relief in this direction before talking of conference or compromise.
The reader will note the stinging rebuke to the *'patriots"
for thinking of conferences and compromises whilst such inhumani-
ties are being perpetrated. The facts briefly set forth in the
telegram are supplemented with details in a covering letter, but
I am not free as yet to give them. Professor Rripalani, who is the
instigator of the wire, is himself in his jail taking measures that
may result in the cessation of the degrading inhumanities describ-
ed in the telegram.
For those who are outside jails the course is clear. Irritation
and excitement will do us no good. We must recognize the gravity
of the problem. The greater the dirt, the greater the need for
self-purification and self-sacrifice. We can gain nothing by vili-
fying the police. They are creatures of circumstances. Their train-
1 His letter, not reproduced here, described civil disobedience activities
in Meerut and the barbaric behaviour of the police.